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NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
COMMUNICATION (NCSTC) ISAN APEXBODY OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA UNDER THE DEPARTMENT
OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY THAT ENDEAVOURS TO:

« Communicate science & technology
Stimulate scientific temper

. Coordinate and orchestrate such efforts

Our Goals are:
- To create excitement concerning advances in
science & technology
+ To enable informed decision-making in the com-
munity
« To encourage informed debate on developmental

issues

Our Important Partners are:

«  Government Ministries and Departments
Universities and Academic Institutions
Research Laboratories
Prasar Bharati /All India Radio and Doordarshan
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NATIONAL AWARDS FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COMMUNICATION FOR THE YEAR 2020

National Council for Science & Technology Communication (NCSTC) instituted national awards in 1987 to stimulate,
encourage and recognize outstanding efforts in the area of science popularization and communication. There are six
categories of awards as below:

A. National Award for Qutstanding Efforts in Science & Technology Communication

This award is presented to an individual or an institution for outstanding work in communication of science and technology
and/or promoting scientific temper which had the widest impact in the country during the past five years. The award
consists of Rs.5,00,000/- (Rupees five lakh), a memento and a citation.

B. National Award for Outstanding Efforts in Science & Technology Communication through Print Media including Books
and Magazines

This award is presented to an individual or an institution for outstanding efforts in popularization of science & technology
and/or promoting scientific temper through print media including books, magazines, internet, etc, during the past five
years. The award consists of Rs.2,00,000/- (Rupees two lakh), a memento and a citation.

(. National Award for Qutstanding Efforts in Science & Technology Popularization among Children

This award is presented to an individual or an institution for outstanding work in popularization of science & technology
and/or promotion of scientific temper among children which has the widest impact in the country during the past five
years. The award consists of Rs.2,00,000/- (Rupees two lakh), a memento and a citation.
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D. National Award for Outstanding Efforts in Translation of Popular Science & Technology Literature in languages
mentioned in the eighth schedule of the Constitution of India and in English

This award is presented to an individual or an institution for outstanding work in translating popular science and technology
literature in and from regional languages during the past five years. The award consists of Rs.2,00,000/- (Rupees two lakh),
a memento and a citation.

E. National Award for Outstanding Efforts in Science & Technology Communication through Innovative and Traditional
Methods

This award is presented to an individual or an institution for outstanding efforts in communication of science & technology
and/or promotion of scientific temper through innovative and traditional methods during the past five years. The award
consists of Rs.2,00,000/- (Rupees two lakh), a memento and a citation.

F. National Award for Qutstanding Efforts in Science & Technology Communication in Electronic Media

This award is presented to an individual or an institution for outstanding efforts in communication of science & technology
and/or promotion of scientific temper through radio and/or television media during the past five years. The award consists
of Rs.2,00,000/- (Rupees two lakh), a memento and a citation.
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THE AWARDS FOR 2020 WERE GIVEN TO THE FOLLOWING NOMINEES:

National Award for Outstanding Efforts in Science & Technology Communication through Print Media including Books and
Magazines: Dr. S. Anil Kumar, Kerala

Dr. S. Anil Kumar

Dr. S. Anil Kumar (Anilkumar Vadavathoor) is a well known popular science writer in Malayalam. He
provided training to 1500 budding journalists, organised workshops, engaged hundreds of classes
& wrote half a dozen text books for communicators in the area of science communication. He
published more than 1500 articles/features and authored 40 books in popular science including the
first ever scientific terminology handbook in Malayalam for journalists. His Popular Science column,
‘Sastravicharam; started in 2008, is considered as the longest running popular science column in
Malyalam. He is the founder editor and publisher of ‘Science Communicator’ journal.

DrS. Anil Kumar

Lakshmi Narayana Vilas,

Vadavathoor P.O. Kottayam - Kerala
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National Award for Outstanding Efforts in Science & Technology Popularization among Children: (1) Indian Resource and
Development Association, Haryana (2) Er. Mihir Kumar Panda, Odisha

(1) Indian Resource and Development Association

Indian Resource and Development Association (IRADA)

Indian Resource and Development Association (IRADA) is a pioneer organization developing scientific temper among
children in the Haryana and spreading scientific awareness using a variety of unique tools and techniques for delivering
benefit to various sections of society. With this aim they have reached the masses through trainings, exhibitions, slide/
film shows, question-answer sessions, scientific experiment workshops, sky observation activities, puppetry and lectures.
IRADA has developed science experiments kit with its own resource for students. It popularized science among millions of
rural and urban children through STEM demos, science fairs, talks, lectures, hands-on demonstrations.

Indian Resource and Development Association

Dhand Road, Near Axis Bank

Thanesar, Kurukshetra, Haryana

(2) Er. Mihir Kumar Panda

Dr. Mihir Kumar Panda is a renowned scientific, educational & societal innovator of Odisha. He
is spearheading the Scientific Movement in Odisha for Popularization of Science, Technology,
Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) among children since last 25 years. He has set up “Social
Development Research Organization for Science, Technology & Implementation (SROSTI)” since
1996 at Bahanaga, Dist. Balasore, Odisha wherein more than 10,000 different types of innovative
models including teaching aids have been demonstrated freely. They have become essential guide
for school & college science exhibitions, innovative learning & play way method for the teachers, students and others.

Er. Mihir Kumar Panda

R.K. Integrated Farm Campus
At/PO- Bahanaga, Dist.-Balasore, Odisha
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National Award for OQutstanding Efforts in Science & Technology Communication through Innovative and Traditional
Methods: (1) Dr Sheffali Gulati, Delhi (2) Shri Rakesh Khatri, Delhi

(1) Dr Sheffali Gulati

Professor Sheffali Gulati has contributed to Science & Technology popularization and its
communications by Public Health lectures and Print and Audiovisual media. She has developed
various innovative tools for building child care and parents/professionals awareness. She has been
instrumental in transforming the care of children with neurodevelopmental disorders. She has
pioneered Academics/Patient Care/Research/Advocacy through Website- www.pedneuroaiims.

org, mobile app Pedneuroaiims, E-learning modules (https://pedneuroaiims.chalopadho.com);
Neuropharmacopeia, Parents Education material/videos, National Child Neurology Helpline/Tele-Consultations (24X7;toll
free).

Dr Sheffali Gulati
Department of Pediatrics, All India Institute of Medical Sciences,

Ansari Nagar, New Delhi
(2) Shri Rakesh Khatri

Rakesh Khatri is an naturalist and a filmmaker who has spent three decades spreading scientific awareness for a sustainable
future. He is popularizing Science & Technology through organizing theatre, workshops, making
films, innovative models and games and nature walks. He has carried out campaigns and trainings
for teachers & students for spreading scientific literacy about saving birds, biodiversity, conserving
water and nature, managing e waste, etc. He has promoted green media literacy through alliances

with national media and international organizations. He established pan India networks like
ecomasters@greenmedia.net with educators, creatives, students, volunteers, schools, colleges, and
NGOs. He also conducted more than 1600 workshops, built and installed 1,25,000 sparrow nests made of jute, wood and
other recyclable materials.

Shri Rakesh Khatri
6A, Pocket-6, MIG Flats, Mayur Vihar Phase-lll, Delhi
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National Award for Outstanding Efforts in Science & Technology Communication in the Electronic Medium: Dr. Krishna
Kumari Challa, Telangana

Dr. Krishna Kumari Challa

Dr. Krishna Kumari Challa has been communicating science to the common people for the past
fifteen years using visual art, literature, videos , TV and the internet. She communicates not only
high quality scientific research, but also about importance of science in daily life. About twelve lakh
people have read the 1500 articles/poems and the 8000 scientific reports she wrote and posted
on the internet in 2020. She also conducted 225 interactive science sessions and runs two science
communication networks online to benefit people.

Dr. Krishna Kumari Challa

Flat No.202, 10-1-851/1, Siddiqui Residency
A.C. Guards, Khairatabad
Hyderabad, Telangana
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